THE NEED FOR FORGIVENESS
MATTHEW 18:21-35

I. WHAT IS FORGIVENESS?

A. Forgiveness does not mean that you __approve_____ of the behavior.

B. Forgiveness does not mean escape from ___judgement____. (Rom. 12:9)

C. Forgiveness does not mean that _trust___ is restored.

D. Forgiveness means that you are giving up your right to _retaliate___.

II. WHY SHOULD WE FORGIVE?

A. We are _forgiven_______ more than we can forgive.

1. Sins of ___commission_______.

2. Sins of ___omission________. (James 4:17)

3. Sins of ____stumbling______.
4. Sins of ___imagination_____.

B. If we do not forgive, then we cannot __walk___ consistently with the Lord.

1. Not forgiving causes a spirit of _bitterness____.

2. Galatians 5:19-21.

C. It spills over to other relationships_____. (Heb. 12:15)

III. WHEN SOULD WE FORGIVE?

A. Hurt___________.

B. Anger_________.

C. Healing________.

D. Restoration_____.

IV. HOW DO YOU FORGIVE?

A. We have to choose_____ to forgive.

B. Pray__________.

C. Seek  wise Christian _counsel_______.
D. If necessary, _confront____ the issue in love.

E. Express _kindness_______.
